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1, The itaformation contained in thls resort concerns the sighting by bro USAF 
officers of an unidentified flying object near erankfurt/\ ain, fermany on 25 January 
1953. The officers, Lt. Col. Max 0. Vitchell and } fajor David ,. Pearsall, both senvers 
of the ATI Branch, are rated pilots and have been on flying status for several years, 
They are considered to be excavtionally reliable, 


2.e Information concerning their experience is presented in reproducad copias of 
the U. S. Air Fores Technical {informaiton Sheet attachad as Inclosures 1. and 2, Ine 
nadiately after the sighting Lt. Col. Mitchell wrote on a blank AF fora 1 a description 
of the event, This description, a good Suamary of the sighting, is aueoted veroatin in 


order to vravent any misstatement of facts surrounding tha incident. 


ton the night of 25 January 1955 at 1952 hours [ observed tha following 
phenomena. ‘/@ ware on OP of an overcast at (900 ft. flying on a heading of 0°, Visi 
bility was for all practical purposes unlimited, Temperature was 5° C. T sighted a 
vary bright light passing in front of us atas leht (15°) elevation above us from our 
left to right. I called Uajor “sarsall's attention to the light and we both watehed 4 
move to our right simultaneously remarking that the lizht was moving at an extremely 
high rate of speed. In a few saconds it turned to the North (very hich accaleration 
turn evidently) and then turnsd again in front of us climbing slightly until it was 
directly ahead of us again, where it seemed to linger. he light was haan as that 
time to ba S=10 miles ahead of u8. Then tne light made several violent maneuvers fron 
just above the horizon to 15° above the horizon, Then it paused for a faw seconds, 
made sevaral more maneuvers ‘Vas though in a dogfight) and than cisapoeared ata vary | 


8 eee 


high rate of speed to the Nortna,. ‘8 reported this phenomena to Frankfurt airways and 
Cornbaef,. The coject was in sight for only 2 total of apsroximately 1-1/2 minutes. I 
eld a heading of O° all of this time," 


3- It has come to the attention of ths reporting officer that sn munidentified 
flying object was sighted at about the same time and location by another USAF officer, 
This sighting was reported in PIR-60%—-1-55, dated 50 January 1953, from the Goth Troop 
Carrier Wing, Medium at thein vain A? Mase, Yrankfurt/fain Germany. 


hh. The 1900 hours Zebra weather reported at "hein Hain Air Rase was: 


2e No vrecipitation 


b. 4/3 stratecumulus cloud coverage, base 43000 ft., tops S000 *t,, 4/5 stratus — 

2 | cloud coveraga at 1200 ft., scatter clonds at <0,000 ft, = 
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| Location: 
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Most procably Venus 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Frankfurt/Main, Germany, 28 Jan 53, ATIC Document 111619 


Air-visual sighting by two USAF pilots flying a C-l:7 over this locality state that 
both pilots sighted a very bright light passing in front of them at an elevation of 
about 45° moving from their left to right. Appeared to be moving at a very high 
rate of speed. In a few seconds it turned to the North and then turned again in 
front of the observers, climbing slightly until it was directly ahead of them, where 
it seemed to linger and then go out of sight. The object was sighted for a total of 
approximately 11/2 mimites. The pilot was on a heading of 0° during the entire 
period of sighting. Weather was clear with a slight temperature inversion between 
3 to 4,000', A check with the Frankfurt Flight Service by the pilots revealed the 
information that no jet aircraft were operating in the vicinity of Rhein Main at 

the time of sighting. However, other C-l7's were flying in the vicinity and might 
account for the sighting. 
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UNEQENTITIED FLYING OPSMOTS NAR RAIN MATIN, OFRMANY 
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LALLA °° °@©|]}|CCU mT. , et Clyency) 
Wake CONT OF G™RMANY 60TH TROOP C42! eR OL DTM 

DATEOr acxOat | DATE OF INFORMATION toe Hie = = EVALUATION | 
30 JANUARY 1953 ‘29 JANUARY 1953 | Pe! 

‘MEPARS OY Ufieer) iil oo ES a e ; a SOURCE ~~ 
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A TM JARY: (hoo? e7icute Famma wots epenl. Gite signiseance fe Riad or c-a nd ie paragraph, List bits lognres at iseatt sagt, ie, nite rt of pam? nm nA Korn fi2--Part if 
x. SARCT, ist Lt Merlowe B. SOWGE, 17935A, USAT, (Oth Atr Polica Squadron, 
was pilot of JOLT C.47 atreraft No. 3734 reter laure to PIUIN MAIN Air Fase, OFAMAIT 
| fron the vietnity of STUTTCART the nicht of 23 Janvary 1553. 

a. Et, SOO" is well kn to m, and is a conscientious and capable 
officer wnose fudgement may he relied upon. Ha stated that he hag bsen skentical 
of revortsa of unidentifted flying objec's, 30 took necessary iction to determine 
4f the lichtsa reported below could be a reflection “rom the instrument panel or 
stars s*ining throuch the clouds. 


2. At approximately 20202, 28 January 1953, Lt SU"OF noticed a bright light 
ahead acd slichtly to the risht of his alreraft. “These lichts apoaared to be ahout 
three to five miles dinfant and at the same altitrde as the airer:ft, approximately = | ; 
S500 feet. 


@. The licht was a-brigcht white Light with ereen around the adee, and : 
aize or shape could be determined... SOMCr at first thourh* the lictts were on an 
‘reraft, so he flashed his landtn- lirhts, but received no response. 


b. The lish*t appeared to be traveling the same @irection (300°) es the 
elreraft and at approvisately the same aneed. The licht mad> no violent maneuvers, 
but drifted to the rivht a distance estimated to be’one half mile and than returned 
to its original position. It also dirsad approximately 1000 feet at about a 75 
de-ree ancle and then cl'mbed perpendicularly to its ortginal position. “This 
maneuver consumed only 4 or 5 sacords, 


: 
| 
: 


c. This licht was visible for approximately ten minntes,. 


3. At approximat aly 20302, another licht appeared, this one ahead 2nd slichtly 
to the left of the aireraft, 


@, The light was bricht and white, but no aize or shana could he determined. | 


b. ‘the lich* appeared to vary in distances from three to ft ive miles as 
videnced by the fact that the lieht would crow brighter and then dirmer ani the 
relativa positions wonld chance from 11 o'clock to 10 o'clock and then back to 
ita orieinal position, 
IncLs. . 
6. ‘This licht was visibla for approximataly fifteen minutes, 


ij > 
. nad 
4. Poth of the above lichts were visible at the same time, but shortly after | 
the second licht. anpe red, the first one disanpearad, a) a 
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50 Lt SIKGT reported both lights to "CONTR EP and “RANKFIRT ATR WAPETIC 
GONT Ube The bec ond light was visible until the alremft started a procedure 


Hea * it STAD @egacon (ikIP 5513), . “hen the liztht disannesrod the alreritt 
returned to its orivinal heading of 3009 aad astamntod to resignt it, whth no 
SUCCE 33» 


or neather saouenca for 20304, 23 January 1953 at RTI’ MAIN was as 


Coilinz ~ 1600 ft. Trolen 
Visidilitr — 5,4 “aut “Miles with e inking driszle 
Winds < 250 decrees at 23 knots with gust to 3 ‘nots, 
fermen ture = 6° eantigrad: 
Dew Point — 4° cantierade 
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So Lt . 07 atated tant tha clouds were in two laversa, na ten of the 
layer 1t 6000 to 7000 fest, Tha upper layer was licht an 2t annroximatel 16 ), 200 Pat 


b. Al). observations vere between the cloud levers, 
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Ce Ground visibillty — 7 '™ 
d. Winds: At surface — 250° at 26 knots 
5000 ft, ~- 300° at 10 knots 
10000 ft. = 300° at 55 knots | 


e. Surface temperature 6° C 
Daw point },° 


f. Temperature at each 1000 ft. to 10,900 rt. 


2000 ft. - 3°C 
4000 ft. =- 2° C 
LooO ft. - 3°C 
5000 ft. - 11°C 


6000 ft. =~ O°C 
7000 ft. - -1°C 
4900 TGs _— =2° G 
9000 ft. — -3°C 


19000 ft.’ = -)° C 


5S. A check with Frankfurt Flight Service revealed the information that no jet 
' aircraft were operating in the vicinity of Rhein Main at the sighting. However, other 
C~!;\7 were flying in the vicinity, 


6, This information will bs of interest to the Air Technical Intelligence Center 
Tright-Patterson Air Force Pase, Onio. 
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